
English – Listening Comprehension – Teacher’s Paper – Year 7 – L7 to L8 – 2018 Page 1 of 2 

DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM, 

RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING 

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit 
 

Annual Examinations for Middle Schools 2018 
 
 

YEAR 7 ENGLISH TIME: 15 min 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION 
 

 

 

                                                           TEACHER’S PAPER 

 

Instructions for the conduct of the                                                     
Listening Comprehension Examination 

 

 
In the event of a power cut, teachers of English are to read the instructions below. 

________________________________________________________ 

 
 

You have been given a sheet containing the Listening Comprehension 
questions.  You now have THREE minutes to read the questions based on the 

passage, which you will listen to TWICE. 

 
Pause – 3 minutes 

 
You will now listen to the passage for the FIRST time.  You may answer the 

questions while listening.  After the passage is read, there will be a pause of 
another THREE minutes to allow you to answer the questions. 

 
(Reading of passage) 

 
Pause – 3 minutes 

 
You will now listen to the passage for the LAST time and you may answer the 

rest of the questions.  After this, you have a further THREE minutes for a final 
revision of the answers. 

 

(Reading of passage) 
 

Pause – 3 minutes 
 

This is the end of the Listening Comprehension examination. 
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Hello. I’m Simon welcoming you to another podcast from CBC Radio. Today’s 

topic is about little known inventors who have improved our daily living. 
 

Have you ever wondered who to thank for a good cup of coffee? A German housewife 
named Melitta Bentz, born in 1873, altered coffee making for the modern world. At 
first, coffee grounds were placed in a small cloth bag and immersed into a pot of 

boiling water. The result was a bitter, grainy drink. Bentz put a piece of thick, 
absorbent paper into a brass pot with a few holes punched in it and poured the coffee 

through it. This filtered the liquid and improved its taste and texture. Bentz received a 
patent for her coffee filter system in 1908 and founded a business that still exists 
today. 
 

Shortly after graduating from University, another female inventor, Stephanie Kwolek, 
began working at a chemical company where she spent 40 years of her career. While 

working on new synthetic fibres, in 1965 she made an especially important discovery 
and created an unusually lightweight and durable new fibre. This material was later 
developed into Kevlar, a tough yet versatile synthetic used in everything from military 

helmets and bullet proof vests to work-gloves and sports equipment.  
 

And for our last inventor, we introduce you to Joseph Friedman. Whilst watching his 
daughter drink a milkshake, Friedman realised that the young girl was struggling to 
enjoy her drink through a straight paper straw, whose end she could barely reach. 

So, Friedman inserted a screw into the straw and wrapped floss around it to create a 
ribbed texture. This made the straw bend over the rim of the glass and his daughter 

was able to drink her milkshake with ease. He patented his idea in 1937 and started 
his own company to produce the flexible straw. In 1969, the rights to produce this 
straw were sold to the Maryland Cup Corporation, which now sells about 500 million of 

them yearly. 
 

Necessity is the mother of inventions, after all! 
 

That’s it for today’s programme. Thank you for listening. Until next week, for CBC 
Radio, I’m Simon Smith. 
 

Adapted from www.biography.com/news/famous-women-inventors-biography and 

www.inc.com/articles/201103/the-unknown-geniuses-behind-10-of-the-most-useful-
inventions-ever 
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